
OPTICS Strategy

The OPTIC strategy helps students in learning an organized approach to the analysis of various graphics.  The five-letter acronym is actually a five steps process for analyzing any piece of graphic material.

O= OVERVIEW


Conduct a brief overview of the image looking at the piece as a whole.

P=PARTS


Look at the parts of the graphic alone.


Read any and all labels.


Note any elements or details that seems important.


Note any uniqueness with regard to shape and color.

T=TITLE, TEXT, THEME

Cover the title while students are working on the graphic.


Once they have completed the analysis, they are to entitle the graphic.


Read the title of the visual to be clear on the subject in the graphic.


Compose a thematic statement.

I=INFERENCES

Use the parts, colors, and shapes of the graphic as visual clues to create 

Inference about the artist’s purpose within the graphic.

C=CONCLUSION


Draw a conclusion about the graphic as a whole.


Reanalyze the graphic by putting back together all the parts.


What does this visual mean?


Why was it inclined with the text?


Summarize the message of the visual.

S=SYMBOLISM

What symbols are present in the graphic?


What is the significance of the symbol to the overall conclusion?


Note the specific use of colors and their symbolism. How is the overall 

conclusion changed because of this symbolism?
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