DIDLS

Basic Elements of Tone Analysis Strategy

	DIDLS
	Your Answers
	Author’s Purpose

	D—DICTION 

Examine the author’s word

choice.


	Diction 1:

Meaning:


	Diction 2:

Meaning:


	Author’s purpose in use of the diction from the example was…

	I—IMAGES 

Look for vivid images that

appeal to the reader’s

understanding of the piece

through the use of the five

senses (sight, sound, taste, touch, and smell).


	Image 1:

Sense(s):
	Image 2:

Sense(s):
	Author’s purpose in the use of the imagery from the example was…

	D—DETAILS 

Make note of facts that are

included in the

reading selection that are unique to that piece.


	Detail 1:


	Detail 2:
	Author’s purpose in the use of the detail from the example was…

	L—LANGUAGE 

Examine the overall use of

Language, such as formal,

clinical, jargon, figurative

language (simile, metaphor, personification, idiom, pun, hyperbole), etc.


	Language 1:

Meaning:
	Language 2:

Meaning:
	Author’s purpose in the use of the language from the example was…

	S—SENTENCE STRUCTURE

Examine how the sentence

structure affects the reader’s

and author’s attitude (tone).


	Syntax 1:

Tone:


	Syntax 2:

Tone:
	Author’s purpose in the use of syntax from the example was to create the tone of…to….
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